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Some of the most efficient private schools are the kinder-
gartens which, though private, are often conducted by
women with Froebel qualifications. Mention must also be
made of private schools under the asgis of the Parents'
National Educational Union. This body was founded in
1888 by Miss Charlotte Mason, whose educational teach-
ings are worthy of greater attention than they sometimes
receive. She criticised the tendency to 'play down' to
children, and emphasised their claim to be regarded as
'persons' and to be treated accordingly. She provided a
curriculum based on the best literature and on contact with
whatever was good and beautiful and interesting in the
child's envionment. The whole scheme was permeated with
a deep religious spirit. Miss Mason laid stress on a teaching
method, which she called 'narration* and which consists
essentially in making the child reproduce in his own words
the substance of what he has read or heard. In order to
provide teachers and governesses to carry out her ideas she
founded in 1892 a 'House of Education' at Ambleside. She
also provided courses of instruction by correspondence for
mothers who wished to educate their children at home.

Something more than a mere passing reference is also due
to the schools run by Roman Catholic Orders, the impor-
tance of whose work in this country is also not always
recognised as it should be by educational historians. Many
of their schools are inside the State system and receive
State aid; some of the Roman Catholic voluntary schools,
for example, are staffed by 'religious.' But there are many
convent schools for girls, in particular, conducted on the
best secondary boarding or day-school lines, but inde-
pendent of Government or L.E.A. assistance. The Jesuits
and Benedictines also do much educational work and, inter
alia., run public schools, such as Stonyhurst and Beaumont,
Downside, Ampleforth, and Douai Worthy of note, too,